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as much for the District if the
g:l’f-and-half plan were done away
with as it does now?"

*] can't say what future Comgresses
would do,” said Mr. Saunders. “But
there has been & minority in Congress
which has fought appropriations for
the Distriet and which were much

needed.”
Reason for High Taxes.

*Why do you think that taxes here
are too high now?' asked Senator
Works.

“Because T have sold property at less
price than the assessments, Decause I
have looked into the assessment books
of the District, have followed sales of
real estata and listened to the opin-
fons of others’” sald the witness.

“Would vou .be satisfied” said Sen-
ator Works, “if the half-and-half were
left as it is and the taxes remalined the

same™’

“No " said Mr. Saunders, “the taxes
here are too high. We have heard a
lot here about this eity being a rich
eity. 1t is not. it is a poor city. The

majority of the people here are office-
holders, and I have heard it said that
the average salary pald them is lower

than the wiuge earned by expert work-
men elsew living expenses in the
District are high, too. I should say
that about four-fifths of the homes
here are mortzaged, which mortgages

are carrying in many
disadvantage.

the home owne
Instances at great

Non-Paying Population.

=As a matter of fact there are com-
parativ few rich people here. We
have 90.000 colored people here, and as
8 class they are poor people: they

When it is said that

don't pay taxes
Washington is

the per capita tax in
some 318, bahly it is three times
that amount r capita upon the peo-
ple who ac Ily pay the taxes.'

Mr. saunders told the committee that

Washington was not a commercial
city., and the sentiment here was
lz.".mst making it so. He said that,
githough there had been a decrease in
values in Washington in the last two
years, the assessments had been too
high even before these decreases in
value.

“Do vou know of any cases where

the assessment is too low?
ator Works.

“Thers are cases where assesEMents
are too low,” replled the witness. He
gaid that he had noticed this in cases
of subdivisions newly opened up, but
that even in these cases it was impos-
gible to get the prices asked for these
properties and in some cases they sold
for less than the assessments.

City More Like a Capital Now.

At this point Representative Gard
took up a line of questioning and ask-
ed Mr. Saunders to explain why he be-
lieves that the present half-and-half
system should be maintained.

“Because,” was the reply. “the ﬁxed‘.
half-and-half ratio gives Congress a|
set measure to go by in making ap-
propriations from year to year without
eonstant aglitatio . -

“Are conditions in Washington, Mr.
Gard asked, “the same in 1915 as they

* asked Sen-

were in 1978, when the half-and-haif
plan was established?
“1 think the city of Washington has

proportionately more dignity than it
had at that time—that it |8 more like
a capital than it was then, when it was
almost wholly neglected,” was the an-
EWer.

Representative Gard stated that Con-
grees has appropriated for the Distriet
of Columbia perhaps an average of
$5,000,000 for forty years, and that it
has spent on Washington in round fig-
ures about $200,000,000 in that time.

“What has the natlon gotten for
that?” he asked.

Mr. Saunders replied that the nation
hos received the equivalent of the
money in the big, broad avenues and
streets used by 100,000,000 people of
the Uritsd States, and in the appear-
ance of the city. He alluded to ths big
ublic buildings which have baen built
ere. the parks, ete, but Mr. Gard

inted out that the public buildings
E:ve heen built wholly with federal
m

oney. .
Senator Chilton interjected the ques-
tien: ’

Complaint by Citizens.

“Tan‘'t thers complaint by the citizens
that the government—the federal gov-
ernment—has not been liberal enough
in appropriations urged by citizens of
the District?™

“To some extent.'

“Suppose the government should be
more liberal,” Senator Chilton suggest-
ed. “Suppose it should bulld some of
the bridges which have been suggested.
Do you think the citizens of the ity
would want to be taxed to help to pay
for them ™ '

*I think bridges connecting two gov-
ernment reservations” Mr. BSaunders
replied, “should be paid for by the fed-
eral government. That sentiment, In
fact, has been expressed In Congress.
Take the case of the proposed bridge
over Rock creek, too. That would be
a very ormamental bridge—something,
perhaps, that would beautify the cap-
ital, but which the ditizens of the Dis-
trict could not afford for themselves."

Representative Cooper asked Mr,
Baunders:

“What about the justice of the law
fixing the tax rate at $1.50?"

“That is all right, if the assessments

are all right,” he replied.

Commissioner Brownlow was asked
as to the histo of the law, and he
explained it. and quoted it. former
Commizsioner Macfarland and Mr.
Worthington, representing the efti-
zens committes, assisting, during
which it wuas brought out that from
1676 to 1902 the tax rate was fixed
by the Commissioners of the District
of Columbia, although they always
fixeq !t st $1.50. It was brought out

that the law says the tax rate shall
Be not more than $150

Fixed Tax Rate Preferred.

Representative Cooper then asked Mr.
Baunders as to the desirability of a
fixed tax rate, and he sald he preferred
a fixed rate

He also asked If Mr Saunders thought
that a bridege ruch as the one proposed
to Arlington wshould be wholly paid
for by the fedsaral government, pro-
vided one end did not rest on a gOV-
ernment reservation, such as one from
Potomar Park, which has been pro-
posed

“Suppnse.” he =aid, “one end of such
a bridge rested an New York avenue?'

“T think” Mr. Saunders sald, “the
burden of a bridge to Arlington, con-
necting Virgintia and the District of
"olumbia, would he a national im-
provement rather than a city improve-
ment, and should be paid for by the
nation, although it has been suggested

thet perhups the atate of Virginia
ought to help pay for such an Improve-
ment

Mr. Saunders then sald:

“I did not volunteesr to come hers, but
while here T would like to make a
statermnesnt, and that is that the major-
ity of the people of the United Stateas,
#o far as | can ascertain, are In favor
of the present haif-and-half arrange-
ment. ! was appointed by the Cham-
ber of Uommerce to maks a statement
on this matter at the Bouthern Com-
mercial Congress convention at At-
lanta, where | met people from all over
the country, and they told me that,

False Impression in the States.

“Another thing, and T Ao net mean
this in eriticiam I do net understand
why the impression is abroad in this
country that the United States pays all
the taxes in Washington. It seems to
me that members of Congreas could ex-
plaln the situation hers to their people
back home

“A false impression f» abroad in thin
country. | had occasion to speak not
long ago before a body of men from
eight citles of the IU'nited Btates, real
estate men, and many of them were
ignorant of the fact that we pay heavy
taxes here”

Mr. Cooper asked Mr. Saunders If he
had had occasion to notice the improve-
ment being made at the site of the Lin-
coln memorial, and called his attention
to the fact that drilngton national
cemetery is immediately opposite.

“Between lies the Analostan Island*
he sald. “We have learned during th
hnrlr:l(fthllhthl. island has been pur-
chased for the purpose of erectl Y]
works between the Lincoln m:l:or‘hl
and the national cemetary. do
you f that as an evidence of
public gﬂt-lq sahington?”

"1 tih‘l it was 2 mistake,” Mr.

ders replied. “The government has its
remedy. I think the government could
use a remedy as I would certainly use
it if T had one.”

Herbert J. Mrowne then bhegan an
interrogation of Mr. Saunders as to the
value, in Mr. S8aunder’s opinion, of spe-
cific parcels of real estate in the Dis-
trict. He went into the question of the
valuation of the Home Life building,
the Southern building and other pieces
of property, during which Mr. Saunders
said he did not think $45 a foot would
be too high a valuation fer ths land on
which the Southern building stands.

Senator Works suggested, during this
examination of Mr. Browne, and before
it had proceeded very far, that it would
be Inadvisable to go into specific de-
:*:_11\8 as to particular pleces of prop-

“We invited this gentleman here,” he
said, “to give us his views in & general
way." Representative Gard made the
suggestion that it might be better in
future to have the committee members
make any examinations or conduct any
interrogations that might be needed.

Mr. Saunders completed his testimony
ﬂ;ﬁ:h the statement that he believed
t present rate of taxation in the Iis-
trit;; was fair, 1f a fair assessment was
made,

Ex-Senator Blackburn Testifies.

Former Senator J. C. 8. Blackburn of
Kentucky, who was chalrman of the
House District eommittee at the time
of the passage of the act of 1878, creat-
ing the present form of government
for the District and the half-and-half
plan, was the next witness
He told the committes that the condi-
tions in Washington before the pas-
sage of the organic act were deplorable,
and could not be well comprehended
except by those who were in Washing-
ton at the tlme.

“All sorts of governments had been
tried here' he sald “The greatest
trouble here at that time, however,
was that the people were unable to fix
values on real estate, for there was no
fixed rate of taxation. Sometimes the
taxes would be high and sometimes

low.
“Sometimes Congress would make
what appropriations it saw fit as the

government's share of the expenses of
the capital, and at other times It would
appropriate nothing.

“Some of us in Congress arrived at
the conclusion that it was most im-
portant that the rate of taxation be
fixed here. and after the fullest kind of
an investigation it seemed to me that
the provision embodied in the set of
1878 was a falr arrangement, at least
the fairest arrangement that could be
obtained at that time. I did not then
believe that the taxpayers should pay
one-half of the expenses of the capi-
tal. It was only an approximate ar-
rangement. T thought it the best that
could be obtained, and consequently I
favored the half-and-half plan.

Friendly to People of District.

“T wish to say that T was at that
time very friendly to the people of the
Distriet of Columbia, and I am just

(ag friendly to them today.

“If the half-and-half plan was fair,
or approximately fair in 1878, it is
not fair new, For thirty-six wears
there has been a shifting of the hold-
ing of real estate in the District, and
It has all been one way. The govern-
meént has constantly been acquiring
more land here. and it has never parted
with a foot of its holdings. This has
destroyed the equilibrium which was
the basis for the half-and-half plan.

“The citizens of the Distriet, I believe,
are paying more than their share of
the expenses of the capital now. Tha
status of 1878 no longer exists. For
that reasgon I believe that the half-
aud-half plan should be done away
with. X

“The federal government ought not
to be In a busginess partnership with
any one. It is beneath the dignity of
this great nation to be in a business
partnership with the taxpayers of the
Digtriet of Columbla.

“I think that the property holders
hers ought to pay a falr and reasonable
tax, based on what a fair tax is in
other ecities. The collection of these
taxes, however, should have nothing
to do with the payment of the ex-
penses of the District by the federal
government.

Would Abolish Partnership.

“The partnership between the gov-
ernment and the District ought to be
abolished. It has lasted longer than
I thought it would last when the act
of 1578 was made a law. It has an-
swered the purposes for which it was
enacted better than I hoped for.

“It has never bhaen the policy of the
federal government to maintain busi-
ness partnerships with privata persons.
It does not insure its property.

“Congress should flx the taxes here,
and when coilected they should be cov-
ered into the United States Treasury.
And every penny expended for Wash-
Ington should be appropriated for di-
rectly out of the Treasury.

“It has been sald by some that Con-
gress would be parsimonious In its
treatment of the District. 1 have no
sympathy witl that fear. There is not
a mors responsive set of men in the
country to the wishes of the people
than the members of Congress. To
charge cheeseg&ring‘ in the appropria-
tiona for the District against Congress
woitld be to charge 100,000,000 people
of the country with parsimony toward
the capital of the nation.”

Mr. Blackburn sald he would not al-
ter the power of Congress over the
District one iota.

Necessary to Stop Wrangles.

“I #ee no way out of the wrangle
which goes on In every Congress over
the appropriations for the District,”
he continued, “unless this partnership
is dissolved. T think it is very neces-
sary to get rid of these wrangles.

“I have no regret nor apology to
make for the act of 1878. 1t has done
well. But the time has come now
when a different arrangement should
be made.

“However, if thlis committee should
reach the conclusion that one-half is
a proper share for the government to
pay of the expenses of the District, 1
would like to kse the half-and-half
plan continued. But I believe that the
citizens of the Dlstri¢t are entitled to
better treatment than this.

“Persons who live i(n the ecapital
ought to be benefited because of their
residence here, or penalized therafor.'”

SBenator Works asked Mr Blackburn
if thers waa any publie sentiment
among the people throughout the coun-
try against llberal appropriations for
the capital

“On the contrary,” sald Mr. Black-
burn, “I belleve that the people of the
country would have the capital treated
generously. No such sentiment as you
describe exlsts except as plctured by
those gentlemen In Congress who wish
to curry favor in rural districts by pos-
ing as guardians of the Treasury.”

Thinks Taxes Here About Average.

Mr. Blackburn testified that hs would
not have ths people pay taxes on in-
tangible personal property here unless
it was the general ruls throughout the
country. He also testified that he
thought ths peopls hers were paying
about the average armount taxes paid
in_citles similar in size to Washing-
ton.

He sald in reply to a question by Rep-
resentative Cooper that the expendi-
tures for the District should not have
a semblance of connection with the
taxes ralsed here.

Representative Gard asked Mr. Black-
burn what had cauked the changs in
conditions hers. Senator Blackburn re-
peated hig statement to the effect that
the national government was constant-
ly acquiring real estate {n the District,
and that the city was becoming more
and more a government-owned eity.

“If the half-and<half plan was falr to
the citizens of the District in 1878,
#ald Mr. Blackburn, “I should gay that
it would be falr for the governmant to
pay 65 per cent of the expenses of the
elpl:nl today, and the citisens per
ecent.”

He added, however, that he belleved
that It would not be necessary to have
a fixed ratio set.

“I am not afrald to trust to the pa-
triotism of the people of the country to
care ‘::.l }ho . lltsl cuty." he sald. *I
am ®&q ¥ willing to trust the future
of the city to the s of Congress.”

Explains Conflicting Statement.

A. 8 Worthington of the joint aiti-
sens’ eommittes here Interrupted to

read an axtract from a spesch mads by

e

Mr. Blackburn In the House during the
consideration of the act of 1878, in
which Mr. Blackburn said it was ab-
solutely necessary for Congress to fix
the rate of taxation for the District,
and to fix the proportion of the ex-
penses of the District to be borne by
the government. These things should
not be left to the “caprice and whim
of succeeding congresses, Mr. Black-
burn said at that time. Mr. Worthing-
ton asked Mr. Biackburn what he had
to say to those remarks now.

“T have aswered that question in my
statement,” said Mr. Blackburn. “T be-
lieved that the half-and-half plan was
the best thing that could be had im
1878. If the conditions of real estate in
Washington today were the same as at
that time, T would still insist upon the
adoption of the half-and-half plan.
Chalrman Chilton congratulated Mr.
Blackburn upon the results which have
f the District,

met the organie act o i
which Mr, Blackburn fathered in the
House.

Mr. Blackburn predicted that it

would be necessary from now on for
the government to buy more and more
property in the District. Representa-
tive Cooper said he agreed with this,
and cited the fact that the State De-
partment's offices now are scattered
widely through the city and that it
should have a new building of Its
OWTL.

House Committee a Nightmare.

“Many of the government depart-
ments should have new buildings of
their own,” said Senator Blackburn.
“The doctrine of prejaredness should
be applied right here, and the govern-
ment should take by condemnation or
purchase all the property it is going
to n®d in the District.”

“The people here seem to be satls-
fied with the half-and-half,” said Sena-
tor Saulsbury. “Do you think they
want it changed?’

“As a general rule, the people of the
Distriet have been frightened by the
efforts made to disturb these existing
relations in the House,” was the reply
of Senator Blackburn. “The present
Distriet committee of the House s a
nightmare on the pillow of every tax-
paver in the District when he goes to
bed at night. The taxpayers fear that
something worse iz going to be done to
them.

Attacks on District Finances.

“But I told Mr. Macfarland of the joint
citizens' committea that he and the other
peopla of the District were unnecessarily
alarmed. 1 toid him that the people now
had a fair tribunal to go before, and that
1 belleved they would get a report from
this committee that will make conditions
better for the people of the District.

“I don't wonder that the people of the
District are afraid, when not a Congress
goes by without attacks upon the finances
of the District.”

Mr. Worthington asked Senator Black-
burn about the highway act, adopted
in 1803, which causes the people to pay
for the improvenients along their prop-
erty. Senator Blackburn replied that
he was against such a plan, and that it
Wias a EIFONE argument in support of
the plan he advocated by which the
government would pay all the expenses
of the District out of the federal [reas-
ury directly.

Justice Siddons Favors Repeal.
Justice Siddeons followed former Sen-

ator Blatkburn on the stand. He said,
in part:
“My own conclusion, based dn the

observation of the half-and-half sys-
tem over a considerable period, is that
the repeal of the half-and-half system
is eminently to be desired in the inter-
ests of both the people of the District
of Columbia and of the nation at large.

“This system of taxation has become
a fruitful source of vexation and irrita-
tion both to the citizens of the District
and to members of Congress. 1 ohject
to it becmuse it proceeds on a fixed,
narrow and arbltrary method of deter-
mining what shall be done here. There
is but one power here, and that is Con-
gress, constitutlonally supreme and ex-
clusive, and with that power there falls
upon Congress a heavy regponsibility to
50 provide that the capital of the na-
tion may develop a8 eVery man, woman
and child in the United Btates should
desire.

"l have no criticism of the attitude
of any of our citizens, with reapect to
the legislation that is now on the stat-
ute books, but for fifteen years the ex-
istence of the half-and-half system
has been forever the cause of irrita-
tlon and vexation, and there has never
been a piece of legislation in that time
which hasg involved the expenditure of
money that has not caused the old
wrangle to come up, leading at times
to what almost might be called a
growing spirit of hostility between
citizens of the District and members
of Congress.

‘“Has Retarded Improvements.”

“The half-and-half systeq; has been
very unfortunate of late years In {ta
effect upon the Dist¥ict, in that it has
led to the postponement over and over
again of Improvements and necessary
and desirable legislation here. Its ex-
istence has operated in several differ-
ent ways in regard to the assessments
for taxes and the estimates submitted
to Congress.

under the present system, with a fixed
rate of taxation, the time was bound
to come, and hag now come, when the
amount derived from taxes would, and
does, produce a surplus of revenues.

“The apprehension of the appearance
of a surplus has led, not consciously,
perhape, In holding down ‘he assess-
ment to a point where the amount to
be derived would not exceed the amount
that Congress would appropriste. Then,
too, the appearance of a threatened sur-
plus has led Commissionars of the Dis-
triet to Jook around for new ways of ex-
per}dlng money.

“] believe that Commlissioner B -
low the other day suggested .m
course. I was also greatly Impres
with Benator Wnrka'g resolttlon.p wh::g
would have the United States govern-
ment appropriate all the moneye need-
ed for the District.

“It will never bs posaible to frame
legislation permanent (n charscter
which proceeds on the theory of a part-
nership between the citizens of the Die-
trict and the fedleral government.
find no warrant in the legislation of
Congress for the assumption that there
|s any partnershlp or any bargaln.
There iz no warrant for that idea (n
the organic act and thers {s nothing to
support it in any act of Congress.

Discusses System of Taxzation.

Justice Biddons bdontinued:

“As to the system for taxation, up to
1902 various acts of Congress required
that all assessments should be made at
the full value of the property. In 1502
Congress made a change. When I took
office as District Commiseioner I took
up this question with the assessor and
asked him how that law came to be
enacted. He produced a record of a
hearing before thes Senate committes
over which the late Bsnator MeMillan
prasided.

From this hearing it was quite clear
that the so-called two-thirds law In
assessments was to check further re-
ductions thereafter to ba made, but the
law does hot justify the construction
that has been put upon It by the
assessors. The law savs that property
shall not be asseseed at less than its
two-thirds value, whereas the law has
been construed as reading that prop-
erty shall not be assressed at more than
its two-thirds value,

“We have not had the assessor
their duty and carrying out the.lf:r"cl;
Congreas. When I took office the tri-
ennianl assessment was within four
months of completion. The House com-
mittee had been engaged in the sub-
ject of Investigating this matter, and
it weemed to me that there was rapidly
coming a time when Congress would
take up the whole subject, as it has
aew done, so I decided to take no ac-

on.

Last Assessment the Best.

The last assessment was the beat that
I have any knowledge of since 1873,
but I think it has its full share of in-
dividual errors of over and under as-
sessment. Bo long as Congress permits
to remalin on the statute books the law
requiring the three assessors to per-

sonaily view each plecs of
u will nowrhtﬁﬁtom;nl E'I
m-_swtoﬂummt.mf‘u::

‘recommend some partnership

It has been obvious that.

injustice to expect three overworked
men to meet the physical requirements.

“If the committee should conclude to
recommend to Congress to repeal the
half-and-half law, and if Senator
Works' plan should be accepted, there
should nevertheless be a fixed tax rate
here, because it is only fair that the
citizens should know what they have
to expect. But if the committee should
idea to
Congress, then I think there should be
a fluctuating rate of taxes to be deter-
mined from vyear to year, and to be
fixed by the amount that is to be ex-
pended in any one year.”

Would Combine Functions.

Justice Siddons recommended the ad-
visability of combining the legislative
and appropriation functions under the
jurisdiction of one House committee
instead of the two which now care for
that work. He said it has happened
that the chairman of the House appro-
priations committee has submitted and
defended his proposed bill, working
against the objections of the legisla-
tive committee, and called to the com-
mittee’s attention the fact that rome of
the most recent lezislation for the Dis-
trict of Columbia was obtalned and
could only be obtained by riders on ap-
propriation bllls.

Justice Siddons recommended the sys-
tem of annual assessments, a large
Inerease In the force of the asseasors
office of the District and a passage by
Congress of the so-called true consid-
eration bill. He described how it is pos-
sible for fraud to be perpetrated,
owing to the fact that it is not neces-
sary under the present law for the
true consideration to be named in a
deed when property is tranasferred.

Admits He Is “Single Taxer.”

Mr. Worthington asked Justice 3id-
dons a number of questions, among
which was: “Are you a single taxer?"
The justice answered “Yes.'" FHe sald

in answer to a question that he was
very much impressed with Senator
Works' resolution providing that the
federal government should make all
approprixtions out of the general fund

and that reasonable taxes should be
imposed upon residents of the Dis-
trict. Mr. Worthington asked:

“Are yvou in favor of abolishing the
District of Columbila?”

Justice Siddons replied: “Well, I
think some agency would be neces-
sary.”

Mr. Worthington sald: “Do you know
of any better machinery than the pres-
ent government?”

Could Be Made a Bureau.

Justice Siddons replied: “I think the
Commissioners have done very well,
but the District of Columbia could be
made into a bureau of the Department
of Interior f Congress desired to do
s0. The District government is noth-
ing but an agency of Congress. The
Commissioners have little power, and
that extends only to matters of police,
building regulations, ete”

SBenator Saulsbury suggested an In-
heritance tax instead of the present tax
on tangible property, and Justice Siddons
sald he had always felt an inheritance
tax to be a good thing, although he was
not prepared to say how much could be
realized from it in this community.

Senator Works suggested aholishing the
name of the District of Columbia and
calling this community the City of Wash-
ington, and thers was some discussion of
that in the abstract.

An account of yesterday afternoon's
procesdings before the committes will be
found on page 7.

REBELS ARE READY
10 QUITIN MEXICO

Since Recognition of Carranza
They Are Convinced Further
Resistance Is Useless.

“The recognition of Gen. Carranza as
the chief executive of the de facto gov-
ernment of Mexico,” a mall report from
Piedras Negras made public by the
State Department today announced,
“gseems to have considerably changed
the minds of many revolutionista, who
now desire to settle down in peace and
devote thelr time to rebuilding ths war-
torn republic.”™

This report, dated at Pledras Negras
last Saturday, says the situation there
now |8 satisfactory; that people arriv-
ing there from the Interlor say condi-
tiona are becoming better dally, and
that fighting in the Piedras Negras dis-
trict has “in fact become & thing of
the past.” Passenger and freight trains
of the Mexican national rallroad are
operating dally to and from southern
pointa without molestation from rebel
bands that have so long made the
Burro mountaina their hiding place.

The de facto government steamers
General Carranza and Korrigan II have
left for the south and the Korrigan and
two otner government vessels, the Bo-
nita and Binaloa, have started a regular
steamer pervice between Guaymas, Ma-
zatlan and Manzanillo, with a passen-
ger and freight sailing every ten dava
The money market at Guaymas has es-
tabllshed exchange at eight to one.

Warns Americans to Leave.

The American consul at Juarez is
warning Americans to leave the atate
of Chihuahua befors thare ls & =suspen-
alon of railroad eommunication, which
iz now threatened. Most of the Ameri-
cans in the Juarez district ars Mor-

mons. i

A dispatch from the American consul
general at Monterey contained a note
of warning regarding employment con-
ditions there. It follows:

“While the territory in which Monte-
rey is located is peaceful, with a hope-
ful outlook for steady improvement in
many ways, at the same time no buai-
ness boom can conslstently be expacted
for somea time, and there is no demand
in Monterey for American labor and
will not be until the government has
had time to restore normal conditions.
Beveral Americane seeking employment
have recently become stranded fn Mon-
tersy. Tt 1a diffcult, at presant, to
find enough ordinary places for Maxi-
cans.”

Would Curb Speculation.

With a view to curhing speculation in
consetitutionalist currency, the depart-
ment of the treasury in Mexico City
has decided to make more stringent the
regulations dealing with the question
of currency exchange, according to a
dispatch from Mexico Clty recelved at
the confidential agency in Washington
today. The inspectors of currency find,
#ays the dlspatch, that a thoroughly
organized campaign on the part of the
money changera with a view to beating
down the price of constitutionalist pa-
per 18 under way in Mexlco City, and
that rumors have been repeatedly
started reflecting upon the honesty of
intentiona of the conatitutionallst gov-
ernment.

VILLA'S ARMY AT NACO.

Gen. Juan Medna Now Awaits Op-

portunity to Join Carranza Forces.

DOUGLAS, Ariz., November 12 —Gen
Vilia's main army is today several miles
south of Naco, having occupied that po-
sition, it is said, for strategic reasons.

It is claimed by I. G. Lelivier, Mexlican
consul at Naco, that 1,000 men, under
command of Gen. Juan Medina, are awalt-
Ing an opportunity to join Gen. P. Elias
Calles, Carranza commander at Agua
Prieta. Medina is said to have formally
renounced Villa two days ago.

Gen. Urbalejo, Juan Antonio Garocla
and Col. Tenerldo, with their coms-
mands, are reported at Pesqueira, eigh-
teen miles north of Hermosillo, repair-
ing the rallroad, presumably with the
intention of attempting recapture of
the capital from Gen. Dieguesz, Car-
ranza leader, who occupled it early in

the week.
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KING T
OF ANCONA DI

Ambassador Page Inquiring
Whether Vessel Was Warned
and Tried to Escape.

L

TUNIS ADVICES SAY 203
ARE UNACCOUNTED FOR

Berlin, Without Official Information
Yet, Declares Submarine Was
Austrian and Not German.

LONDON, November
What the loss of life was in the
sinking of the Italian liner An-
cona by a submarine in the Medi-
terranean has not been definitely
determined.

According to a dispatch late
last night from Tunis to a Rome
newspaper only 225 persons, pas-
sengers and crew, out of a total
of 428 on board the Ancona, were
saved, which would make 203 to
be accounted for. Consular ad-
vices have indicated that 347 were
saved out of 496 said to be on
board, leaving 149 unaccounted
for.

Ambassador Page, in Rome,
has been in consultation with the
Italian foreign office, presumably
seeking facts in connection with
the sinking of the Ancona for
transmission to Washington.
There is particular desire to de-
termine speedily whether the liner
was warned and whether the pas-
sengers were given sufficient op-
portunity to escape, points re-
garding which there is conflict of
evidence.

Nothing From Austrian Side.

BERLIN, vla London, November 12.—
The Ancona case as yvet belongs to the
category of submarine incidents re-
garding which German naval circles
have no news except that which comes
from hostila sources. Even the semi-
official announcement made yesterday
that the Ancona was sunk while trying
to escape was derived from accounts
sent out by the Havas and Stefani
news agencles. Nothing has been pub-
lished here from the Austrian side and
it was stated at the admiraity that so
far as known the Austrian govern-
ment has recelved no report of the in-
cident.

“Discussing the case of the Itallan
steamship Ancona, which was sunk in
the Mediterranean by a torpedo. the
Berlin newspapers,” says the Overseus
News Agency, ''peint out that accord-
ing to the already published reliable
inforgation. the vessel, after recelving
a warning from the submarine, tried
to escape, and that the submarine,
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therefore, was fully justified in using
force,” The Overacas News Agency
continues:

“The newspapers further assert that
all the news from forelgn sources
agres that the submarine flew the
Austro-Hungarian flag. They affirm
that it was not a German boat. since
no warshlp would fly other than its
right flag at the moment of action.”

Relatives Beg for News.

NAPLES, via Parls, November 13—
The offices of the steamship company
to which the Ancona belonged remain
crowded with people, for the most part
women and children, anxlously inquir-
ing for passengers who are missing
and glving many signs of distress asd
of concern and of anger over the sink-
ing of the vessel.

The loss to the company through the
torpedolng of the Ancona is fully cov-

ered by Insurance, even the risk of
war belng provided for In the policies
taken out on the vessel which amount-
ed to §1,000,000.

The public is walting with the keen-
eat interest the developments of
America's attitude regarding the An-
cona, as her case s regarded here as
identical with that of the Lusitania,

Philadelphians Did Not Bail.

NEW YORK, November 12.—No in-
formation has as yet heen received in
regard to the sinking of the steamer
Ancona by the agents here of the
Itallan line, despite their urgent cables
to Italy for detalils.

A dispatch received today from rela-
tives of Mr. and Mrs. D. Canfleld Jones
of Philadelphia, stated that word had
been| received that they are in Italy,
having falled to sail on the Ancona as
had been thelr intention.

SAN FRANCISCO, November 13—
Miss Rhoda Lelchter, a ¥young artist,
who was reported as among the
vietims of the steamship Ancona, sunk
in the Meditarranean, is safe in Rome
according to a telegram recaived here
today by her brother, Mark Leilchter.
The telegram states that Miss Lelchter
was not on the steamer.

FIERCE ARTILLERY DUELS
IN PROGRESS IN WEST

PARIS, November 12.—A spirited
bombardment has continued in the sec-
tor of Loos, both sides taking part, ac-
cording to announcement made by the
French war office this afternoon. In
the Artols district French artlllery has
sllenced certain German batteries.

W. M. PEABODY A SUICIDE

Son of Deceased Millionaire, Chi-

cago, Swallows Dose of Foison.

CHICAGO, November 12.—Friends of
Warren M. Peabody, the tweénty-one-
vear-old son of the lats Hiram B. Pea-
body, a milllonaire real estats operator,
are at a loss today to explain what
caused ths young man to take his life
by drinking poison last night.

Peabody came Into possession of more
than halr of tha $2,000,000 left by his
father when he became of age two
months ago. He spent money lavishly

for equipment and apparatus used in
his inventions and researchea. Hs rs-
cently was graduated from Johns Hop-

kine University.
Mrs. Penbody found the body of her
son when she went to his room.

N. Y. Oensus Shows 432,760 Gain.
NEW YORK, November 12—A po-
lice census of Manhattan borough made
public today shows =& populstion of
3,205,671, aas oompared to tha recent
state census showing the population
of thia borough as 3,103,208. Taking
the polics figures for Manhattan as a

the HRhealth department
— ation of New York clity

mates the ropu;
ap 5,498,985; 433,760 more than the re-
cant state dstiSus.

esti- |

PROBERS TO RECOMMEND
DISWISSAL OF MCALL

Wants Governor to Drop Head of
Public Service Commission.

NEW YORK, November 12.—State
Senator Thompson, chalrman of &
legislative committee engaged in in-
vestigating the public service commis-

mittee would
Whitman
Edward E. MecCall,

recommend

notified Mr. McCall of its intention.

ing Mr. McCall's dismissal,

stand concerning the ownership

activities are, to some degree,
the supervision of the commission.

Turned Stock Over to Wife.
Mr.

stock on margin prior to his appoint

transferred it to his wife.

transafer, although he paid he was cer

Nor had there been revenus stamps at

due to an oversight.
bors today Mr.

public service commission.

L. M. Henshaw Lectures Tonight.

L. M. Henshaw is to dellver an ad
dress this evening before the Mu-so-li

sion, announced today that the com-
to Gov.
the summary dismissal of
chairman of the
commlssion of this district, and had

Chief of the reasons for recommend-
Senator
Thompson said, were the revelations
recently made by him on the witness
of
stock In the Kings County Light and
Power Company, a corporation whose
under’

McCall testified during the In-
vestlgation that he had purchased the

ment, and about ten days before he be-
came a_member of the commisasion
He: - was un-
able to produce a written record of the

tain he made a pencil memorandum
turning the shares over to his wife.

tached to the transfer, as required by
law, he admitted, an omission, he said,

Before the committee began ita la-
McCall said that he
would not resign as chalrman of the

CANCER PATIENTS CURED.

Dr. Bell Successful “by Assisting
Nature's Efforts.”
LONDON, November 12.—Seven pa-
tients suffering from cancer have been
completely cured “by assisting nature's
efforts,” according to Dr. Robert Bell,
head of the cancer research department

of the Battersea General Hospital
“We have,” Dr, Bell sald., “been able
to demonstrate beyond doubt that the
healing power of nature, If sufficlently
assisted by regulating the dlet regi-

men of patients, together with the ady
ministration of therapeutic agents,
proved in many instancea quite com=
petent, not only to overcome the dis-
ease, but to bring about complete re-*
covery.

Portugal Likes American Goods.
NEW YORK, November 13.—The war
is having but lttle effect on busine
in Portugal, where thers is a growi
demand for American made goods,
cording to Col. Thomas H.
American minister to Portugal,

arrived here today on the
Patria from Marseilles, Ea——
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1—Crowded with flavor

t

Remember two too.
The creamy character of Sterling Gum is not accidental.

It is the result of an extremely thoro
fining. The result is point 2—"Velvety body, NO GRIT.”

3—Crumble-proof
2—Velvety body, Ne Griz 4—Sterling purity

@ Waax

Sietling Gum
The7-Pomt Sum

process of re-

5—Froma
6—Untouched by hands

Club, at the 12th street branch o‘!";he PEPPERMINT — RED WRAPPER
Y. M. C. A. His subject will be “The INNA -
Value of Public Opinion.” The Euter- . = "?ON i wnnpp:_n
pean quartet will entertain with wvocal Suitabls rewards for ths discovery of the 7th point will be offersd later.
music.
(.
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. Special Dollar Boxes:

.. = Assorted Milk Chocolates
~ Assorted Nut Chocolates

Assorted Chocolates
My

Favorites

(nut flavored chocolates)

FRESH

HOUR

Huyler’s Cocoa, like Huyler’s Candy, is supremely good
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Chocolates

At Leading Druggists’ and at Our Stores
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will be properly done if the order
is placed with us. This is a dis-
tinct department of our business
and is under the careful super-
vision of one of Washington’s
leading engravers.

,Advice and assistance will gladly
be given as to the selection of the
correct forms for all occasions,

Orders for

Personal Christmas Cards, New
Year Greeting Cards and Other
Holiday Announcements Should

be placed at once.
R. P. Andrews Paper Co.,

727,729 and 731 13th St. N.W.
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